Government Lesson Plan

Echnaton Vedder

7th Grade

Social Studies

Objective:  To have students learn how a governmental body works, how laws are made, the role the public has/can have in the process, and the interconnections between different levels of government.  I will learn what works and what doesn’t with this lesson and modifying it accordingly.

Introduction:  Ideally there would be a guest speaker (elected official or Political Science Professor) who would come in a few days to a few weeks before this lesson.   This speaker could be scheduled to present to the whole school or just a team of classes.  The speaker would need to be upbeat and present interesting stories that the students can relate to.
A few days before the lesson the class should have a facilitated classroom brainstorming on what the students want to learn about government.  The class would need to narrow it down to four easily connected topics.

Also a few days before the lesson, there should be a pre-test to determine what level the students are at with this material.  This will help determine how the groups are chosen.

Put groups of four (or how many topics you have) together ahead of time with students of varying knowledge levels in every group.

Materials:  (this will depend on what the class came up with as the topics during the brainstorming)

1)  How laws are made,

2)  Public involvement,

3)  Role of a specific governmental body,

4)  Relation of governmental bodies with one another.

Class (with Jigsaw Method)

Introduction:  (5 min.)  Highlight the basic concepts that will be delved into.  This can include how one would go about getting elected, the role of government, etc.  (This could also be done by a guest speaker)

Grouping: (5 min.)  Break the class into groups based on the pre-test and give out the same set of materials to each group.  Give students a few minutes to brainstorm how the four topics fit together.

Individual Work:  (10 min.)  Have students work individually on their area with the task of learning the material and planning how to teach the material to others.  This should include a written list of what they think is important from the material and a brief statement about why they think it’s important.

Switching Groups: (10 min.)  Have students get together with the other students who worked on the same topic.  Have them share their ideas on the subject and what they believe are the important points.  This can be a time for students to edit their lists and statements and to discuss what they agree and disagree with.  The groups need to come up with a list of important points and a reasoning statement that they all agree on.
Grouping Revisited:  (10 min.)  Have students get together with their original groups.  Each group member should have an opportunity to share their information with the rest of his/her group.  All students should focus on teaching the material that they have learned and learning the material that the other students are teaching.

Rap Up:  (10 min.)  The whole class will participate together.  The teacher will ask questions about what the groups found out about each topic and have each topical group answer (based on their agreed upon statement).  One student should randomly be chosen to start and the other students should be encouraged to add any other information they believe is important.

Potential Roles:  There are many roles that the students can be assigned to perform including, but not limited to: reader, writer, encourager, checker,

praiser and prober.  All of these roles are discussed in Structuring Cooperative Learning: Lesson Plans for Teachers by Johnson, Johnson and Holubec.

After Class:  I need to reflect on what worked with this lesson and what didn’t work.  I should take notes on my observations and potentially incorporate them into lesson plan modifications.
